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Preface
In recent years we have seen ever more and ever stronger connections between mathematical logic and other fields
of mathematics. A new feature of these connections is that, besides continuing to play the role of metamathematics,
mathematical logic is providing techniques and results which can be incorporated seamlessly into these other fields.
Examples of such interactions include those of model theory and combinatorial set theory with algebra and those of
descriptive set theory with topology and geometry. Thus it is not surprising that researchers from different areas of
mathematics and logic are excited about these connections and are eager to meet and talk about them.
The international meeting on Logic, Algebra and Geometry was held on June 1–7, 2004, in St. Petersburg, Russia.
The meeting brought together logicians (especially experts in model theory, descriptive set theory and combinatorial
set theory) and mathematicians (especially experts in combinatorial group theory and geometry) to present their recent
discoveries and to initiate future interactions and collaborations. Among the many topics covered by the talks given
by the participants, the study of the universal Urysohn space, the countable random graph and the infinite permutation
group appears to have attracted the attention of most researchers.
The meeting took place in the Euler International Mathematical Institute, the seat of the St. Petersburg Department
of the Steklov Mathematical Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences. It was hard for the participants not to be
impressed by the unique setting of the meeting. The beautiful city of St. Petersburg with world famous palaces,
museums and other historical architecture was a perfect esthetic companion of the mathematical beauty experienced
by the participants. The scent of spring along the banks of the Neva river in the white nights invigorated mathematical
minds and inspired good mathematics. Fortunately for those missing all of this, the meeting has become an annually
recurring event in St. Petersburg.
We would like to thank the Russian Academy of Sciences and the American Mathematical Society for their
endorsement of the meeting. Many thanks to the program committee members, and more importantly the participants
and the authors of these proceedings for making the event a complete success. We also express our appreciation to the
Annals of Pure and Applied Logic for allowing these proceedings to appear as a special volume. Last but not least, the
meeting would have never taken place without the local organizing efforts of Elena Novikova and Andrey Bovykin.
For many foreign visitors the trip to St. Petersburg was their first to Russia. Elena and Andrey worked diligently to
make the trip a pleasant one for everybody.
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